INNOVATION DAY III on Feb. 20th
On February 20th, TechSETS will be recording the
Innovation Day III event and making it available for all
TechSETS members. This year’s event will convene at
the new, state-of-the-art San Diego Central Library!

What is Innovation Day?
On the drive back from a visit to one of the local school
districts in 2010, Steve Clemons, Assistant
Superintendent and Chief Information Officer of the
San Diego County Office of Education, noted that the
influx of various tablet devices, ultra notebooks, and
other computing tools was causing some
confusion amongst even the techno-savvy. As such, he
thought it would be a good idea to provide the
education leaders throughout the county with an
opportunity to learn more about the myriad tools and
services in the market but in a no-pressure, educational
environment.
With the help of the Classroom of the Future
Foundation and the generous donation of funds from
local manufacturers and service providers, Innovation
Day--An Education Electronics Showcase was
born. Since then, Innovation Day has become an event
for education leaders (i.e. CTOs, Superintendents,
Principals, Educators, etc...) to convene and explore

emerging technologies as well as those currently available
in the field. The event features presentations, product
and service exhibitions, as well as Think Tanks for teams
of educators to discuss their current and future state of
innovation. Past exhibitors include:
Acer

Apple

Google

Cox

Edmodo

Epson

Lenovo

Microsoft

Motorola

Pearson

Qualcomm

SIMGAnet

Sony

Sophos

Promethean

To get access to the video recording of IDiii,
CLICK HERE.
To learn more about Innovation Day III, visit
http://www.idiii.net .
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A Message from the Director…
We are so delighted to celebrate a full year of sponsoring Web Tool Wednesdays. On January 16th,
2013, we began the webinar series to support education technology coaches, educators, and
TOSAs as they learn to take advantage of the myriad tools available on the Net for teaching and
learning. Since then, thousands of educators from around the world have taken part in this free
offering. Join us on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. (Pacific) for concise and informative webinars on
Web 2.0 tools geared for engaging young minds.
--Emil Ahangarzadeh, Ed.D.
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CoSN Annual Conference in D.C.

TechSETS on Twitter

The Consortium for School Networking will
convene its annual conference in Washington, D.C.
from March 19-22. The conference is designed for
education leaders to better understand their
changing roles in creating the new face of learning.
This year, the conference will feature multiple
keynote speakers such as:

We’re growing! With nearly 800 followers, our
Twitter timeline is proving to be a great resource for
IT professionals in the education sector interested in
staying abreast of the latest developments in the
field.

Yong Zhao,
University of Oregon

Hon. Bob Wise
President of the Alliance for
Excellent Education

David Pogue,
Former columnist at
the New York Times

The conference will also include several preconference workshops which aim to enable you to
get the most out of attending the CoSN Annual
Conference. You will come away with tools, tips
and lessons learned from key leaders on the front
line. These three-hour, in-depth professional
development sessions will dive deeply into the
major issues facing education technology leaders.
Additional fees are required for the pre-conference
workshops. However, those workshops are
included in the educator enhanced conference
registration packages.
To learn more, visit the conference website at
http://cosnconference.org/ .
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New Digital Literacies I MOOC Offering
Starts February 24th
Last year, we began offering free online courses for
education technology professionals across the state
interested in strengthening their digital literacies.
Nearly 700 learners have taken the course and
thanks to its popularity, the course will be offered
again—AT NO COST—starting February 24th.

• Model digital information fluency
• Collaborate with colleagues with web-based
technologies
• Demonstrate appropriate use of technologies to
enhance student learning
Upon successful completion, learners will receive a
certificate of completion as well as a digital badge.

Learners will explore:
• Web-based and other electronic tools
• The grammar of the Internet
• What it means to be digital information fluent
• Advanced online search literacy tactics
• How to use electronic devices more efficiently
• Frameworks for digital education literacy
• Various digital literacy curricula for use with
students and other stakeholders
The online course is made available through the
Canvas learning management system. On day one of
the course, a live webinar is provided for all enrollees Register NOW for Digital Literacies I
(starts Feb. 24)
designed to orient them with how to use the Canvas
LMS as well as to orient them with the course
expectations, procedures, and objectives.
Listen to graduates of the course describe their
experience…
Although the course is entirely free, two optional
graduate-level units are available from San Diego
State University (fee of $295 applies).
The learning outcomes of this six-week course are
devised so that by the end of the course, participants
will be able to:
• Appraise and practice the use of a variety of
online tools for communication, productivity,
collaboration, analysis, and presentation
• Demonstrate a more technical understanding of
the Internet
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Gadgets & Gizmos
IT professionals work with so many different tools, it’s
sometimes challenging to keep up with what’s new.
Here are a few featured items you may be interested
in. NOTE: TechSETS and the San Diego County Office
of Education do not endorse the purchase or use of
these tools. Use at your own risk…

Gerber EAB Pocket Knife
OK. What’s so special about a
utility knife? This one is
designed to open up like a
folding pocket knife since it
weighs about two ounces and is
less then 2.5 inches long! Its
clip can be used as a money clip
and it features a reversible & replaceable blade.
Magic Cable Trio
Most field technicians dread having
to carry long mini and micro USB
cables with them. But thanks to the
Innergie 3-in-1 adapter, they
wont’ need to anymore. Now, you can just use a
single USB cable to meet your needs. The
adapter includes mini-USB, micro-USB, and the
Apple 30-pin head. It also comes with a USB 3.0
connector for ultra-fast transfer rates for syncing.
Uvex Tomcat S2451 Safety Glasses
The most important aspect of safety glasses is
related to how cool you look when wearing them.
Ok. Maybe not so much. But you’ve got to admit
that most of the safety goggles in the market
today are not exactly sleek. But with the Uvex
Tomcat set, you can geek out and look like a
steely-eyed missile man at the same time.
The glasses feature a dual lens design which
offers exceptional clarity and superior peripheral
protection from side impact. The adjustable
saddle nose pads provide a snug and comfortable
fit. And best of all—Amazon lists them at $8.50!!

MARKET TRENDS: Mobile Devices in
K-12 Education
In a 15-page report available to all public K-16
employed TechSETS members, analyst Isabelle
Durand explains why tablets and Chromebooks are
set to benefit the most as the K-12 education
ecosystem undergoes a market transformation. In
2012, global shipments of notebooks through
education dropped by 16%. Durand surmises this is
because of the very price-competitive offerings that
include educational content from some vendors.
Meanwhile, IT spending on tablets in K-12 education
grew by 143% in 2012 and is projected to reach
nearly $218 million dollars by the end of the current
quarter. The report also lays out the importance of
the new Windows 8 touchscreen interface in the
education segment. She predicts that touch-enabled
hardware will expand the mobile devices market and
that K-12 education will be one of the earliest
adopters of touch-enabled notebooks.
Durand recommends that district technology leaders
revisit their product portfolio and ensure that the
devices they provide for learning are at least 10
inches and above. She clearly lists eight key market
trends to consider, the factors impacting demand as
well as attractiveness in the market. Most
interestingly, she profiles how other countries are
promoting e-learning technologies to students with
major nationwide tablet roll outs including:
•Thailand
•India
•Malaysia
•Turkey
•South Korea
•Australia
Lastly, she describes a contrarian view and points
out several vendors to watch in the near future.

Request your copy of the
Market Trends report from
Gartner by CLICKING HERE.
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Planning Scenarios for Personalized
Instruction

Beyond Infrastructure

According to analyst Bill Rust, district technology
leaders should anticipate large-scale shifts in the
instructional environment thanks to the wealth of
student data now available as well as the everincreasing demand for personalized educational
experiences for learners. In a nine-page report,
Rust describes four scenarios for the use of data
analysis and delivery of instruction. He posits these
scenarios in context of a framework which is based
on student data and profiles.
The report includes a visual description of the
framework for personalized instruction as well as
an extensive table that lays out the implications for
the following scenarios:
•Data-driven with teacher as planner and manager
•Teacher as informed tutor and coach
•Status quo plus data
•Teacher-led assignment and management
Rust makes a series of recommendations which
include the need to work with other education
leaders to recognize the difference between
change, innovation, and true transformation. Other
recommendations include:
•Searching for and adopting learning data
solutions that include prescriptive algorithms for
learning pathways
•Preparing to adopt online learning solutions
•Rejecting online learning solutions that replicate
an Industrial Age model of instruction

Leveraging external services rapidly is increasingly
becoming the key to gaining a competitive advantage
in the education ecosystem. That is, to leverage the
full potential of your school district, achieving a
substantially higher level of interoperability is
necessary. In a nine-page report, analyst Jan-Martin
Lowendahl presents a case for a shift in institutional
mindset from infrastructure and endostructure to
suprastructure and exostructure.
Lowendahl suggests that technology leaders execute
the exostructure strategy through a set of standards
referred to as the identifier, format, and protocol
portfolios (IFaP). The focus should be on your
organization’s capability to change by defining
services as well as on leveraging everyone’s
strengths. But achieving an interoperability mindset
change requires a new vocabulary.
The article looks at terms such as:
•Infrastructure-does it imply a slow-changing set of
standards?
•Suprastructure-a term which may be used to expand
and modernize the infrastructure concept.
•Endostructure-the customization of external
products and services.
•Exostructure-building a system of services that
support the district from the outside rather than
from the inside.
Lowendahl’s overarching case is that using this new
language gives technology leaders a framework to
achieve a from–to change.

Request your copy of the research notes from Gartner referenced
above by CLICKING HERE.
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ACROSS
1 Unit of magnetic flux density.
6 A way of storing the same data in different places on multiple HDDs.
7 To start up.
8 High Definition Multimedia __________.
9 Point-to-point __________ Protocol.
10 One of two sub-layers of the Data Link Control layer concerned with sharing the physical connection to the network.
DOWN
2 A system for the interchange, processing, and display of the written texts of the diverse languages of the modern world
containing 34,168 distinct coded characters derived from 24 supported language scripts.
3 A backup server that is turned on periodically to receive updates from another server being backed up.
4 The maximum extent of a vibration or oscillation.
5 A portion of memory set aside for temporary storage.

For the answers, send us an email…
For more information, visit www.techsets.org
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