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Student information systems (SIS) and learning management systems (LMS) are
typically viewed as transactional systems by teachers, resulting in a lack of
ownership at the classroom level. A new solution, referred to as the instructional
management system (IMS) will supplant current SIS and LMS solutions according to
analyst Bill Rust. The IMS will include the features and functions of an SIS and an
LMS and facilitate substantial changes in the teaching and learning environment.
According to this five-page report, education leaders and CIOs should look for
student data solutions that promote classroom ownership of information by providing
actionable data to students and teachers. Moreover, SIS/LMS solutions must be
tightly integrated with each other and other instruction resources. Rust also
recommends that before adopting a data solution, CIOs should make sure that the
solution includes analysis and prescriptive guidance for individual learners.
The research note provides a report on current market conditions as well as
emerging market trends with relation to SIS/LMS products. Most interestingly, Rust
suggests that the emerging IMS solutions will lead the way in the disruption of the
Industrial Age education model built for group instruction and sequenced on the
number of hours of attendance. The IMS will transform organizations by
personalizing instruction by facilitating frequent and unobtrusive online assessment
and delivering individual instructional activities based on student characteristics.
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